Medical/Injury Policy: 

Some reimbursement of Medical expenses incurred as a result of injuries arising from GAA activities is available to club members, mainly through the various GAA Injury Funds. However, it should be noted that;

· Claimant must be a fully paid up members of Laragh GFC when the injury occurs. A grace period of 2 months from the start of the relevant subscription period will apply.

· Only injuries arising from participation in club activities (E.g. training / games) are covered. 

· Players and mentors should take all reasonable precautions to ensure injuries are minimised (e.g. wearing of helmets in Hurling, Gum shields, appropriate footwear and avoid wearing jewellery).  

· All injuries incurred during matches should be reported to the referee at time of injury 

· The various GAA Injury Funds do not seek to fully compensate but to supplement other covers such as Private Health Insurance, National Health Insurance, Personal Accident Cover, Employment benefit covers, Income Payment protection covers. The Funds only provides cover for otherwise unrecoverable losses up to the benefit limits. The Funds should not be used as a guarantee of for the payment of expenses. The GAA Injury Funds do not cover social hurling/camogie/Gaelic football.

The procedures for claiming medical expenses in regard to injuries sustained from involvement in Gaelic Games are set out below. Note that the only expense that can be claimed back directly from the Club relates to A\E attendance. Reimbursement for A/E attendance will be €80. Ancillary costs arising out of private care attendance (eg x-rays) will not be covered by the club, nor will private medical consultations.

Reimbursement for expenses arising from injuries that need more extensive care must be applied for by the injured person to the relevant GAA Injury Fund. There are different schemes for GAA, Ladies Football and for Camogie. It should again be noted that these schemes are not insurance policies but rather funds that aim to help by covering part of the costs of treatment for injuries.

The funds have strict rules in regard to making claims. Initial notification must be given by the injured party within 60 days of injury to insurers for GAA, 8 weeks for Ladies football and 30 days for Camogie. There are also strict limits on the amounts that can be claimed back. Some compensation is available to cover a loss of wages, as well as where the injury results in a permanent disability.

It is the responsibility of each claimant (and not the club) to familiarise themselves with the rules around the Injury Fund for their code and to lodge their claim in time. Information can be accessed quite easily on-line about the Injury funds and Claim forms are also available on-line and can be downloaded. The links for the various Funds are set out in the following sections. Claimants should ensure they access the correct fund for their code. 
Injury Procedure - GAA

What to do – As a Manager

1. Ensure Referee is informed of the injury during the game for his match report

2. Make Club Insurance Officer, Brian Rahill, and Club Treasurer aware of the injury

3. Remind the parent/player they need to report the injury by logging on to http://www.gaa.ie/mygaa/administrators/gaa-injury-benefit-funddownloading and completing the first two pages of the form and forwarding within 20 days to Brain Rahill, Caulfield, Tullyco, Cootehill for submission. Parents and players should be conscious of the fact that claims not submitted within the set time frame will be declined.

4. Direct the parent/player to the club medical policy on Laragh GFC’s website. 

What to do – as a parent/player

1. Ensure injury is reported to referee to go in his match report

2. If injury happens in training, you must inform the team manager

3. If injury only becomes apparent after the match/training, you must inform the team manager ASAP.

4. You must log on to http://www.gaa.ie/my-gaa/administrators/gaa-injury-benefit-fund  and download, complete and submit the player injury form within 20 days of the injury taking place to Brian Rahill Insurance officer.

5. Failure to complete step 4 within 20 days will lead to the claim being declined

6. Completed forms and all receipts should be given to Brian Rahill, the Club’s Insurance Officer. 

7. Contact Brian with any queries at :

· Brains email:     briang.rahill@yahoo.com
· Brian’s Telephone 086 3859851

8. If you have private medical care (VHI, Aviva etc) you must claim from them first

9. There is no cover for pre-operative physiotherapy

10. Important to note that the GAA Scheme is NOT an insurance scheme. It is a benefit scheme for the purpose of giving an injured player a "dig out" if they have no other recourse for their medical expenses

11. Note in particular that Injury Fund payments have a limit/cap for MRI scans, Physio Sessions, A&E, Medical & Dental expenses.

Injury Procedure – Camogie

What to do – as a parent/player/mentor

1. Ensure injury is reported to referee to go in his match report

2. If injury happens in training, you must inform the team manager

3. You must make Mary Dunning, Club Camogie Insurance Officer, the Club Treasurer and Club Secretary aware of the injury. Contact Mary with any queries at:

· Marys email:    mary@wrightsolicitors.ie
· Marys Telephone 086 3729638

4. The Insurer must be notified by you of all incidents which may give rise to a claim within 30 days of the date of injury by submission of the first two pages of the claim form which can be downloaded from www.camogie.ie under Administration/Insurance.

5. Should it be necessary to pursue the claim, the completed claim form should be submitted by you to Willis within a further 30 days (i.e. no more than 60 days following the date of injury).

6. All claim forms must be submitted with a declaration from the Club Secretary as to the authenticity of the claim. A designated county officer must countersign this declaration.

7. All claim documentation should incorporate the following if at all possible to expedite settlement of any claim: For medical / dental claims, receipts (not invoices) for the treatment required.

8. For Loss of Wages (Temporary Total Disablement) claims, Employers Certification stating the amount of loss of net basic earnings \ wage slips. In the case of a self-employed person they must provide a statement from their accountant confirming their net earnings for the three months prior to the date of their injury.

9. If a member is not in a position to provide full details of their claim, eg where treatment is ongoing, do not delay submitting the claim form. Send it in, completed as much as possible.

10. If you have any queries please contact: Camogie Helpline 353 1 639 6343, or emailgaa.queries@willis.ie, or write to: Willis, Claims & Administration Services, Grand Mill Quay,Barrow Street, Dublin 4. 

