Trips Away and Overnight Stays.

The Club has the following policy in place for travelling with young players. Parental or guardian consent must be obtained in writing before any young player/member can participate in any organised trip.

· Young players and their parents/guardians should sign a form agreeing to partake in away trips or overnight stays. 

· Young players must be adequately supervised (approximately 1 Mentor to 8 players). 

· There must be adult Mentors of each gender with mixed groups. 

· Mentors travelling are required to be familiar with the agreed rules on smoking and on the consumption of alcohol. As a basic minimum, Mentors are required to avoid smoking while working with young players and must not consume alcohol or non-prescribed drugs while young players are in their care.

In the event of an overnight stay the following procedures should be applied:

· A specific ratio of Mentors to young people should be agreed in advance (approximately 1 Mentor to 8 players). This ratio can vary depending on the age category of the young players and the type of activity they participate in. 

· Ensure that the standard of accommodation is suitable for groups. 

· Adults should never share a room with a young player.  

· Where young people are sharing a room it should be arranged that the same gender and age grouping are kept together.

Transport: 

Transport is a central element of any trip. If teams avail of bus or coach transport then it is essential that all aspects of the transport arrangements are checked out and agreed in advance. Safety should be considered a priority at all times. The following should be considered:

· All vehicles used for transport should be well maintained, roadworthy, have the proper safety equipment and should be properly taxed and insured. 

· Hired transport should be fully accessible for people with disabilities. 

· When travelling on buses, coaches or cars, passengers must remain seated at all times and belted if available. 

· Alternative access to transport should be available in case of emergency. 

· Vehicles should be equipped with a First Aid Kit and a fire extinguisher and Mentors of the group should be familiar with how to use them. 

· When hiring a bus or coach, information should be sought regarding the company’s safety standards, reputation and reliability.
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